
 

 

  

It’s been another eventful month in our efforts to modernize post-

secondary education. 

In today’s economy, 80 percent of jobs require some form of postsecondary 
education and training, yet many students face barriers to higher education 

due to a lack of vital support services—including basic skills instruction, 
transportation, and childcare. A bipartisan bill called the Gateway to Careers 

Act would make grant funding available to institutions that are working in 
partnership with industry stakeholders and community-based organizations to 
better serve students who need a little extra help to complete their education.  

Another bill aimed at helping students called the College Transparency Act, 

would let students see which post-secondary programs give people the skills 
they need for existing jobs. Together with the Postsecondary Data 

Collaborative,  NSC worked to organize over 170 endorsements from higher 
education organizations in support of this bipartisan bill. 

Businesses would also benefit from the College Transparency Act and Gateway 

to Careers Act – and the introduction of those two critical bills inspired 
business leaders from Business Leaders United, together with partners and 
community college leaders from around the country to visit Congress this 

month, pictured below. In addition to advocating for CTA and Gateway, they 
also urged their members to make Pell grants job-driven; and help businesses 

partner with community colleges. Be sure to learn more about why it’s 
imperative that the higher education system works for both students and 
businesses. 
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NSC and BLU joined the Senate Career and Technical Education caucus, as 

well as the Association of Community Colleges and others for a briefing on 
Capitol Hill to make the case for extending Pell Grants to people taking short-

term, in-demand credentials.  

  

 
  

A BLU milestone & a business voice for apprenticeship on Capitol Hill  

Did you know that two thirds of small and mid-sized business leaders say it’s 

difficult to find and hire skilled workers? That’s why Business Leaders United 
has been working to shape and advance policies that give workers and 

businesses the skills they need in today’s economy. In April, BLU marked an 
important milestone, launching a State Affiliate Network, a 15-state based 
coalition of business and industry leaders with a commitment to advancing 

skills policy solutions to meet the workforce needs of local employers in those 
states. Each state will develop a shared state policy agenda that aligns skills 

education and training with the needs of local businesses. These coalitions will 
work alongside National Skills Coalition’s SkillSPAN coalitions bringing together a 
diverse set of voices to advocate for education and workforce policy that works 

for businesses and workers. 

Several of these BLU leaders convened on Capitol Hill this month to voice 
support for increased investments in critical work-based learning programs. 

They offered Congress a full picture of how and why business-led training 
partnerships work for everyone involved and strengthen their communities in 
the process. The group of partners from around the country hailed from a 

range of industries. Representatives from automotive manufacturing, 
hospitality, construction, and the medical field shared their experience 

building quality training programs in meetings with their legislators and during 
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a briefing on Capitol Hill.  

 

  

In case you missed it… 

  

Why companies are failing at reskilling | The Wall Street 
Journal quotes NSC CEO Andy Van Kleunen 

Expanding access to work-based learning | The Hill cites 

NSC analysis on middle-skill jobs 

Podcast: Power Station with Anne Pasmanick | Featuring 
NSC’s Director of Upskilling Policy Amanda Bergson-
Shilcock 

  

 
  

NSC board members on the Hill! 

Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier, RI Commissioner of Postsecondary Education, 
spoke to the CTE caucus, addressing the issue that nearly 50 percent of U.S. 

high schools are served by area CTE centers, yet many people have never 
heard of them or know about their impact on students, businesses, and 

communities. 

Melinda Mack, Executive Director of the New York Association of Training and 
Employment Professionals (NYATEP), participated in this hearing with the 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, focusing on the importance of federal 
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investment and appropriations in workforce development. 

 
  

 

  

 More states should be measuring outcomes for students and linking 

records across secondary, postsecondary, and workforce. 
 SkillSPAN coalitions in Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee are 

boosting training opportunities in the south. 
 With new round of grants, state agencies can create or enhance their 

longitudinal data systems and produce better education and training 
programs. 
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