
  
 

  

 

 

  

 

 As workforce development professionals, we/you have seen first hand that Illinoisans are 

struggling financially. Black and Latinx workers are more than twice as likely as 

their White counterparts to earn wages under $15/hour. Young workers and women 

are also overrepresented in low wage jobs. Long before the COVID pandemic these 

workers have needed access to family-sustaining income, but they need it now more than 

ever. Join us for a day of action to tell Illinois lawmakers to support Illinois families 

through a critical economic equity tool: the state Earned Income Credit! 

The state Earned Income Credit (EIC) is an effective tool to combat poverty and inequality 

- but right now, too many hard-working Illinoisans are ineligible. The current proposal 

before the IL General Assembly would expand EIC eligibility and provide tax refunds to our 

state’s caregivers, childless workers, young adult workers (18-24), older adults (65+), and 

ITIN filers. By supporting EIC expansion, state legislators put much needed funds 

into the pockets of as many as 500,000 hard-working households in Illinois. 

The Chicago Jobs Council and the Skills for Good Jobs Agenda have endorsed the bill to 

expand the Earned Income Credit. Please join us and over 100 endorsers of the EITC 

expansion for a virtual lobby day today, Tuesday, May 18. There are two ways to 

show your support: 

1. Send a letter or call to your state legislators and ask them to support the EIC 

expansion in the IL State Budget. 

2. Sign an EIC petition to show your personal support for EIC expansion. 

With gratitude, 

 

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=f48bd76ec9&e=828c31b6e4
https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=52bc4c224d&e=828c31b6e4
https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=4070c04400&e=828c31b6e4


 

Rev. Rachel Birkhahn-Rommelfanger 

Advocacy Manager 
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CJC moves people out of poverty through employment using on-the-ground expertise, advocacy, 

and capacity-building. 
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