
  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Dear Jobs Council partners,  

We have big news! The IL Black Caucus’ criminal justice bill, which just passed both 

chambers of the legislature, includes provisions to significantly expand the progress of 

the License to Work Act! Under this bill, the Secretary of State will rescind license 
holds and suspensions for unpaid traffic tickets and unpaid automated speed and red 
light camera tickets. It also prevents future license suspensions for unpaid automated 

camera tickets. This is a huge victory that will increase access to transportation and 

employment for potentially hundreds of thousands of Illinoisans. 

In taking this historic step, the IL General Assembly under the leadership of the Black 

Caucus recognizes that license suspension for economic reasons is counterproductive, 
and prevents people from getting to work and taking care of their families. It results 

from decades of using fines and fees as a regressive revenue tool that criminalizes 

communities of color in Illinois.  

The Transit Table Coalition, who advocated for and supported these changes, commends 

the IL Legislative Black Caucus and the entire ILGA for their continued work to bring 

racial and economic equity to Illinois. We hope Governor Pritzker will support this 

change just as he supported the License to Work Act! 

Stay tuned for a blog post later this week to learn more about this and other policies 

passed during the lame duck session that address systemic barriers to employment faced 

by Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) communities in Illinois!  

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=d55c40b668&e=828c31b6e4
https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=4d004ea9d7&e=828c31b6e4


 

Finally, thanks to our many provider partners who have tirelessly worked to remove 

transportation barriers that keep people out of work and in poverty.  

With appreciation, 

Mari Castaldi 

Director of Policy & Advocacy 
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CJC moves people out of poverty through employment using on-the-ground expertise, advocacy, 

and capacity-building.  
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