
 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 The COVID recession has left the Illinois economy at a turning point. Our state has a 

choice about how to rebuild our economy. For many years, Illinois has lacked sufficient 

funding to re-skill our workforce and address systemic barriers. Ninety-five percent of 

workforce funding in Illinois comes from dwindling federal investment, which has 

decreased by over 30% during the past two decades. State funding for workforce and 

higher education all but disappeared during the budget crises and has yet to be restored to 

the scale needed. The federal COVID response has not included nearly enough money for 

workforce development, despite unprecedented unemployment. 

It is time to raise our voices as service providers and career pathways advocates for the 

investments we need in Illinois. We need your organization to sign on to the 2021 Illinois 

Skills For Good Jobs Agenda to raise a collective voice for the workforce investment 

Illinois needs to shape an equitable recovery. 

We want every Illinoisan to contribute to an equitable recovery in Illinois through access to 

good jobs with family-sustaining wages. To do this, Illinois must invest in job creation 

strategies that include education and skills training. This investment will build the 

foundation for a widely-shared recovery, a skilled workforce ready to meet a changing 

economy, and increased racial, gender, and economic equity. 

The Skills Agenda Table coordinated by the Jobs Council is a coalition formed to be a 

collective voice to champion a workforce platform for Illinois. The platform is built on 4 

workforce policy pillars for Illinois and includes legislative policies that embody these ideas. 

1. Dedicate state funding for workforce training using a racial and gender equity 

lens. 

https://cjc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=162199668cd236fc561d582b7&id=076e4bcc8d&e=828c31b6e4
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2. Promote policies that eliminate structural employment barriers 

disproportionately faced by people of color, foreign-born workers, and women in 

Illinois. 

3. Ensure that no Illinoisan lives in poverty through the promotion of good jobs and 

a strong safety net. 

4. Increase research, data sharing, and transparency across state agencies that 

touch education and workforce training to identify and address equity gaps in our 

public investments. 

This state legislative policy agenda aims to tell Illinois legislators: If Illinois does not act 

swiftly to invest in good jobs and increase equitable access to opportunity, this recession 

will set marginalized communities back generations, businesses will struggle to fill open 

positions, and talented Illinoisans will continue to struggle to pay their bills. 

Now is the time to come together to advocate for equitable career pathways funding and 

the removal of systemic barriers to employment. 

Sign on to the 2021 Illinois Skills for Good Jobs Agenda and join our advocacy efforts 

by: 

1. Adding your organization's name and logo to the 2021 Skills For Good Jobs 

Agenda by April 1 (it will appear on print materials and our website). 

2. Coming to Springfield with us (virtually) for Skills Agenda Advocacy week on 

April 27-30. Those who sign up can join a virtual meeting with a state legislator to 

tell them about your work and the policy issues that matter to you, or send an email 

of support to a legislator. 

3. Joining our Skills for Good Jobs Agenda table meetings to collaborate on 

crafting the agenda and planning our workforce platform for Illinois. 

4. Joining our Skills Agenda email list to stay informed and engaged in lifting a 

collective voice in Illinois to fund equitable career pathways and remove systemic 

barriers to employment. 

5. Sharing this email with your contacts and colleagues to encourage them to sign 

on to the Skills Agenda or join our advocacy week. 

In Solidarity, 

 

Rev. Rachel Birkhahn-Rommelfanger 

Advocacy Manager 
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Sign on to the Skills Agenda  
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• CJC moves people out of poverty through employment using on-the-ground expertise, 

advocacy, and capacity-building. 
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