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Increase Your Success with the Long-term Unemployed

Workshop Topics 1. Review information about 

this significant population.

2. Discuss strategies and 

services targeted to help 

the long-term unemployed.

3. Present direct-service tips 

specific to these job 

seekers. 
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The Economic Recovery

Steady and Slow
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Manpower Employment Outlook Survey, Q2 2014
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Employers Having Difficulty Filling Jobs

ManpowerGroupTalent Shortage Survey, 2013 
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ManpowerGroupTalent Shortage Survey, 2013 

ÁLack of hard skills 

(48%)

ÁLack of soft skills 

(33%)

ÁLack of available 

applicants  (32%)

Main Reasons for 

Difficulties Filling Jobs
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Even as job growth has picked up, long-term unemployment 

remains at historically high levels 

ÁThe current long-term unemployment rate is 2.5 percent, more than double the 

pre-financial crisis average of 1.0 percent, and close to the highest rate on 

record prior to the recession.1 

1 Council of Economic Advisors calculations based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data. 2 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm 3 Council of Economic Advisors calculations based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data. The records on long-

term unemployment as a share of the unemployed date back to 1948. 4 Ibid. The long-term unemployment rate in June 1983 was 2.6 percent. 

Addressing the Negative Cycle of  Long-term Unemployment, The White House, January 2014
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ÁAs of December 2013, there were 3.9 million long-term unemployed 

Americans, those without jobs for 27 or more weeks, about 2.6 million of 

whom had been looking for work for 52 weeks or more.2

ÁThe average length of unemployment stands at 37.1 weeks, down from its 

peak of 40.7 weeks. By comparison, the highest level on record prior to 

recession was just 21.2 weeks. 3

ÁLong-term unemployed individuals currently make up 37.7 percent of the 

unemployed. This is down from 46 percent in 2010, but still remains 

significantly above the pre-recession peak of 26 percent in 1983. 4
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òAre the Long-Term Unemployed on the Margins of the Labor Market?ó Alan B. Krueger, Judd Cramer, and David Cho of Princeton University, Spring 2014

Longer Duration, More Likely to Leave the Labor Force
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Who are the Long-term Unemployed? Josh Mitchell, The Urban Institute, July 2013 

Majority of Unemployed are Long-term Unemployed
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The long-term unemployed are similar to the short-term 

unemployed with respect to characteristics like education, but 

are far less likely to receive consideration for jobs. 

ÁWhile older workers and disadvantaged populations may face particular 

challenges, long- term unemployment affects a diverse group of workers that, in 

the words of one paper, spans òall industries, education levels, age groups, and 

among blue- and white-collar workers.ó 

ÁToday, the long-term unemployed are slightly more educated on average than 

their recently unemployed peers: 27 percent of the long-term unemployed have 

postsecondary credentials, compared to 24.5 percent of the short-term 

unemployed.5

ÁAlthough older workers are disproportionately counted among the long-term 

unemployed, 70 percent of the long-term unemployed are younger than 50. 

ÁIn addition, the long-term unemployed are not concentrated among any particular 

industry, and are comparable to the short-term unemployed. 

Addressing the Negative Cycle of  Long-term Unemployment, The White House, January 2014
5 Internal calculations based on Bureau of Labor Statistics data.
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Long-term 

share of the 

unemployed, 

by state, 

2013
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County	 Q1	2014	 Annualized	

Cook	 19,052	 76,208	

DuPage	 2,364	 9,456	

Lake	 1,600	 6,400	

Will	 2,319	 9,276	

McHenry	 806	 3,224	

Kane	 1,454	 5,816	

Total	 27,595	 110,380	

	

Preliminary Long-Term Unemployed Analysis
Based on IDES figures of the number of people who exhausted benefits in 

Q1 2014: 
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Long-Term Unemployed by Previous Occupation

Top ten (10) occupation groups for exhausteeswho disclosed (IDES Q1-2014): 
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Who are the Long-term Unemployed? Josh Mitchell, The Urban Institute, July 2013 
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Most Recent Occupation of 

Long-term Unemployed 2012

Who Are the Long-Term Unemployed? Josh Mitchell, The Urban Institute, July 2013  
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Though the long-and 

short-term unemployed 

have similar credentials 

overall, research 

suggests that the long-

term unemployed face 

significant 

disadvantages in the 

labor market simply by 

virtue of their status as 

being long-term 

unemployed. 

Addressing the Negative Cycle of  

Long-term Unemployment, The White 

House,  January 2014

ÁSlow job growth, and slower hiring cycles

ÁStatus as òlong-term unemployedó

ÁSkills mismatch

ÁSkills deteriorate during long spells of 

unemployment

ÁJob mismatch: overqualified, salary too low, 

not permanent positions

ÁFormer industry has undergone dramatic 

shifts

ÁLack training for jobs in other lines of work 

that are growing faster

ÁDiscouragement with job search, that 

increases over time

16

Increase Your Success with the Long-term Unemployed

What Contributes to Long-term Unemployment?
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What Happens 

to the 

Long-term 

Unemployed?

Status of those who 

said they had been 

unemployed for 27 

weeks or more in a 

given month in 2008-

12 and were re-

interviewed 15 months 

later
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People display stress in different ways. Please check off if you have 

experienced any of these symptoms:

People react differently to 

being without a job.  

Please check off the 

words that describe your 

reaction to the situation.

I feel/have felt this way:

òThe Anguish of Unemployment,ó Work Trends Survey (1200 unemployed) , John J. HeldrichCenter for Workforce Development, 9-09

Coping with Unemployment
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Coping with Unemployment: Making Ends Meet

Have you done any of the following since becoming unemployed?

òThe Anguish of Unemployment,ó Work Trends Survey (1200 unemployed) , John J. HeldrichCenter for Workforce Development, 9-09
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Work Trends Survey (1200 unemployed) , John J. HeldrichCenter for Workforce Development, 9-09

WorkTrendsSurveyof Unemployed YES

Have you been on a job interview since being unemployed? 49%

Have you been offered a job since being unemployed? 15%

Do you currently have a part-time job while looking for a full-time one? 15%

Would you be willing to take a cut in pay from your last job to get a new 

one? 

73%

Have you thought seriously about changing your field or career to find a 

new job? 

76% 

Are you able to move to another city or town for a new job? 34%

Recent research presents striking evidence that few people are finding jobs in new industries. 

Results suggest that assisting unemployed workers to transition to expanding sectors of the 

economy, such as health care, professional and business services, and management, is a 

major challenge.
òAre the Long-Term Unemployed on the Margins of the Labor Market?ó Alan B. Krueger, Judd Cramer, and David Cho of Princeton University, 

Spring 2014
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